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Alper AYDIN Alper Aydın was born in Ordu in 1989. After graduating 

from Ordu Anadolu High School of Fine Arts in 2007, he 

entered the Department of Painting-Teaching at Gazi 

University. In 2009 he also joined classes of science 

illustration, which were given by Gulnur Eksi and Serkan 

Citak, at the Biology Department of Ankara University. In 

2010-2011 Aydın went to Italy to study at Academia di 

Bella Arti Macerata with an Erasmus program. After 

graduating from Gazi University, he continued his 

Master′s degree in sculpture at Hacettepe University in 

2011-2012, but he completed his Master′s degree in 

Painting at the Painting Department in the Faculty of 

Fine Arts of Gazi University in 2014. Aydın currently 

pursues his doctoral degree, proficiency in Arts, at the 

Sculpture Department of Hacettepe University. He has 

participated in many group exhibitions in Turkey. Aydın 

is a founder member of the Pelesiyer Project, which 

held it′s first exhibition in 2013. 



Alper AYDIN I am Alper. I always questioned myself and this 

resulted me finding myself inside me. From this, l 

have learned that there is no way, l mean, no 

language to explain this situation so l tried to 

explain it with pictures instead of using any 

language. I am not good at explaining myself in 

the border of any languages. I mean l can't talk, l 

can't explain what l want to say by using any 

language or maybe this is my opinion but l think 

that my language is the means of art and its 

connotative meaning, and the art that makes a 

way for feelings to live. the only thing that l feel 

while dreaming under a tree that is near my 

house but far away from myself is that the art is 

infinite, limitless... and the attraction of this infinite 

way... 
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Fazilet KENDIRCI 
Born in Malatya in 28.12.1961. Her interest for 

painting began under the direction of Aydan 

ÖZEL and this interest continued in High 

School.  

She occupied herself with the problems that 

she observed in Malatya and Istanbul as two 

different cities and cultures where she spent her 

childhood.  

   

She studied in Bilsak workshop between the 

years of 1994-99 and then she became a 

student in the workshop of Yusuf TAKTAK 

called 'ATÖLYE ÜÇGEN. In 1977 she opened 

her first exhibition. 



Fazilet KENDIRCI 
She became a member of  a+A - IAA - 

UNESCO  International Association of Art  (UPSD 

Uluslararası Plastik Sanatlar Dernegi ) and was active in the 

administration of said organization in 2003-2004. Furthermore 

she became the consultant at the opening of the exhibition 

called 'Genc Acilim'  organized by the Pera Museum. In 

addition to her duty in UPDS she was active in the 

adminstration of important galleries, international art fairs and 

magazines of contemporary art. She had twenty two 

exhibitions so far. She participated in many international 

group exhibitions and biennales. She still continues her works 

in her own workshop.  

She is working with children since 1998. According to 

Mrs.  Kendirci, art should carry social responsibility and 

therefore her art takes its energy from the center of life. 

She  uses different materials in her paintings such as plastic, 

tinplate pieces and glass.  

She is known by her works made with organic materials and 

elements.  
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Yucel DONMEZ 
Yücel Dönmez has been continuing his artistic work in 

Chicago since 1980. He has staged many exhibitions 

both in Turkey and in the States and was accepted into 

one of the most influential art encyclopaedias to shape 

American art history, ‘Who is Who in American Art’ in 

2000. His inclusion in the ‘Biographical Encyclopaedia of 

American Painters, Sculptors and Engravers of the U.S.’ 

in 2002, followed by the ‘Devonport’s Art Reference’ 

encyclopaedia, Dönmez has secured a permanent place 

in American art history. Yücel Dönmez also appears 

among the 63 artists from Chicago to have entered the 

renowned art reference book, ‘Art Diary International’, 

published every year by the famous ‘Flash Art’ magazine 

in Italy.  



Yucel DONMEZ 
Awards: 2003 ‘Who is Who in American Art’ prize plaquette 

Dönmez has been recognised by American art critics (Alan Artner, Chicago Tribune, 

1989) as an artist who has shed new light upon the art of painting with his self-

developed painting techniques. He obtained ‘The National Medal of Art’ one of the most 

important awards in the United States in 1995, for his 11-year-long dedication to 

bringing art to education working with Urban Gateways. 

Other awards Yücel Dönmez has been given include the following: 

1983 ‘Urban Gateways Award for Painting’. 11 of Dönmez’ paintings were given prizes 

and added to the art collection of 11 schools who have been working with the 

Organisation for over 25 years.  

1993 ‘Outdoor Art Award’. Dönmez was given the ‘Outdoor Art Award’ for his ‘snow 

painting’ project in today’s Millennium Park in Chicago, sponsored by five different 

organisations. 

1987 ‘Chicago’s Very Own’. Dönmez appeared four times on the main news of one of 

America’s national television channels, WGN. He received the prestigious ‘Chicago’s 

Very Own’ status in 1987 (other winners of the award in later years included Michael 

Jordan). 

1987 The Art Institute of Chicago. During the 1987 Sultan Süleyman exhibition, Dönmez 

was awarded the chance to display his artwork at the ‘Junior Museum’, sponsored by 

the Art Institute of Chicago, one of the three biggest museums in the US. He was 

awarded this by the assessment committee of the museum. 

1984 Illinois State Ethnic Heritage Commission Award was given to Dönmez as the 

representative of Turkish painting.  
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UZERLIK 
It is used for protection from eye evil in 

Turkey.They fire it and blow its smoke 

onto the person who they want to protect 

from eye evil. 

Uzerlik is a plant which has got a lot of 

branches and white flowers.It is 35 cm 

tall. It’s fruit is like as a globe 

capsule.There are harmalin, peganin and 

red pigments in its seed. 



UZERLIK 

They throw away uzerlik seeds into 

the fire in shamanism which is the 

old religion of Turkish. 

It is believed that the smoke of 

uzerlik is removed bad spirits. In this 

method, they think that it provides 

purification and recovery from illness 

at home. 



UZERLIK 

It is a tradition which comes from the past. It is 

still being used in the countryside, nowadays. 

Uzerlik hans over the entrance doors and they 

think that the house is in safe against from bad 

spirits. 



UZERLIK 
 Uzerlik seed has got a speciality of 

nutritious for body. 

 It cures cough and difficulty in 

breathing. 

 Mix up uzerlik seed, flexseed and 

honey and eat it. It cures difficulty 

in breathing, too. 

 It makes black hair if you wash 

your hair with its water. 



UZERLIK 
PREPARATION 

Boil 300 gram harmal seed with 

7.5 litres grape juice. It must be 

boiled when it leaves one 

fourth. 

Drink this every day 500 ml. 

Continue 30 days for 

administer treatment. 



UZERLIK 

Take it between meals ( 5 gr.) 

three times a day with sour fruit 

juice.(Fruit juice must be 

natural which is made at 

home.) 
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How to Make a Uzerlik 
Materials; 

Harmal seed 

Needle 

Cotton thread 

Little clothe’s pieces 

Blue bead 

Bead 

mat 

 



Let’s make it 

• At first, costitude six working group 

from students. 

• Hand out materials. 

• Tell the study. 

• Group working in trust with teachers. 



 

Cross the 

needle to the 

rope and tie a 

knot. 



Let’s make it 

•                                     Thread the uzerlik,                                       

•                                      mat pieces and 

•                                      beads on the rope. 





 

Prepare five 

ropes like 

this. 





 

Sew up 

the ropes 

into the 

mat’s side. 





Stick the 

white 

moon and 

star mats 

on the red 

circle mat. 







Cross a 

ribbon on  

top of the 

red circle 

mat.  



 

 

That is all.  

 

Congratulations 
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