
Photographer Janez Puhar 

Selfportrait, photography on glass, 12X10 cm, 

National Museum of Slovenia 



Photographer‘s life 
O 1814 

O Born on the 26th of August at 7 PM at the address 

Mesto 82 in Kranj to Josef Pucher (a stonecutter, 

reputable citizen and landowner) and Maria (nee 

Lebar). 
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                                                                                                               Portrait of father and sisters  Francka  in Terezija 

http://www.puhar.si/?J=202000001


Janez Puhar 

O The Puhar line continued only with the female 
members of the family. 

O  Matija, his brother, became a  

O clergyman, his sister Francka  

O died young and his other sister 

O  Johana did not have any children. 

 

O  Only his sister Terezija continued the line; she 
had a son who became a lawyer - Julij Polec 
(1852 - 1914) 



Janez Puhar 
O He attended the elementary school in Kranj 

and after finishing third grade he entered 

the grammar school in Ljubljana 

O  He was extremely gifted and spoke  

several languages including French, German, 

English and Italian.  

 

 

O He enjoyed botanical science, painting and 

especially mathematics, physics and 

chemistry in the higher grades. 



Janez Puhar 
O 1838 

O He was ordained into priesthood on the 31st 

of March 1838. Within that same year, he 

began his priestly service in the countryside. 

He was a "subsidiary" (a church assistant) in 

Leskovec pri Krškem until May of the same 

year. 

O 1838 

O He worked as curate in Svibno until 

September of that same year. 

 





The announcement of the daguerreotype 
process at the Academy of Sciences in Paris 

O 1839 

O He worked as curate in Metlika.    

O 1839 

O The French Academy of Sciences 

 on the 19th of August announced the 
daguerreotype process, which is photography on 
silver-coated copper plates at its solemn session 
and gave the credit for the invention to Daguerre. 

O This is most likely the year when Puhar 
familiarised himself with the daguerreotype 
process. 

 



The invention of the hyalotype  
(image on glass) 

O 1842 

O Puhar on the 19th of April  

invented photography on glass  

and called it the hyalotype  

(image on glass) or, "svetlopis„ 

 in Slovenian, which is the Slovenian translation of the 

word "photography". His photographs are today called 

"puharotipije" ("puharotypes") in his honour. 

O That year, J. Bosch, the first foreign travelling 

daguerreotype expert, started working in Slovenia.  



Janez Puhar‘s awards 

O 1852 

O Puhar on the 27th of March received an invitation 

from New York. The Engelmann Brothers company 

stated that they could make a nice profit in 

reproduction of photographic motifs on glass and 

asked him to send 300 florins worth of his 

photographs on glass. This was actually connected 

to the preparations for the World's Fair in New York 

in 1853. Puhar sent several photographs. 



Janez Puhar‘s awards 

O 1852 

O Puhar on the 17th of June received the title of 

honorary member, and a diploma from the French 

"Académie nationale agricole, manufacturiere et 

commerciale", recognising him, although somewhat 

late, as the "Inventeur de la photographie sur verre" 

(the inventor of photography on glass). The original is 

preserved in the National Museum of Slovenia in 

Ljubljana. 

 

The town hall in Paris where Puhar was awarded  

the title "Inventor of Photography on Glass" in 1852 



O 1852 

O The French journal La Lumiere publishes on the 4th of 
September the French translation of Puhar's report in its 
entirety; this report had been published by the Academy 
of Sciences in Vienna a year before. The article's title 
was "Images transparentes sur verre per Pucher, 
chimiste a Veldes (Oberkrain, Autriche)". 

O 1852 

O The French journal La Lumiere publishes on the 25th of 
September a letter from viscount Louis de Dax who 
wrote from Madrid on 11 September 1852 about the 
first publication on Puhar. Louis was prescribed a 
change of climate by doctors and sent to Bled in 1849 
where he met Puhar with whom he would then often 
have lengthy discussions on fine arts and 
daguerreotypes. Puhar showed him his motifs on glass, 
of which Louis bought four and described them in the 
letter. He also gave a brief description of Puhar's 
process, but the inventor was less talkative regarding 
that subject. 

 

 



O 1853 

O Puhar was transferred to Cerklje, which proved to  

be a fatal mistake. 

O At that time, new inventions in photography  

began appearing (following the introduction 

 of albumin, collodion and gelatine) which pushed  

Puhar into the background.  

This was probably the reason why he never published  

his later inventions. 

 



O That same year, his father and his beloved sister 
Frančiška Puhar passed away, and for the latter 
he composed a poem entitled "Venec na grob 
sestre Frančiške Puhar, spoštovane pevke na 
cerkvenem koru kranjskiga mesta„ 

 

 

O ("A Wreath on the Grave of  

Frančiška Puhar, Sister and  

Respected Singer in the Church 

 Choir of the Town of Kranj"). 

 

 

  



Puhar‘s photography 
 

O The plate coated with a transparent layer of 
sulphur was then exposed to iodine vapours 
in a dimmed environment. Afterwards, the 
prepared glass plate was inserted in a 
specially prepared base on the back of the 
camera.  

O Puhar then chose a motif in the light and 
set the focus using the adjustable part on 
the back of the photographic camera.  

O After that, he poured mercury into a metal 
container and placed it on the bottom of his 
camera. He then heated the mercury so 
that it would produce vapour.  

O Puhar used lenses made from regular glass 
that had a 2 inch focal length. 



Improvement of the procedure 

O Puhar continuously improved 

his original process. He later 

replaced the term "helyotipija" 

with "hyalotipija", which means 

"image on glass" or "svitlopis". 

He finally used "svetlopis", 

which means "light-writing". 

O His process has still not been 

replicated and therefore Janez 

Puhar, the inventor, remains an 

enigma to this day. 

 


