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Alfons Karny 

He was born on 14th November 1901. He 

was a Polish sculptor who in his work 

took up the theme of portrait sculpture. 

He made portrait sculptures of some 

famous Poles such as M. Copernicus, A. 

Mickiewicz and J. Piłsudski. His granite and 

bronze sculptures have received gold 

medals at exhibitions in Paris and Brussels. 

In the early years of his career he craved 

in stones of different kind. Later, he used 

plaster and clay. He died on 14th August 

1989. 



Sculptures by Alfons Karny 

„Self-portrait” „Skipping rope” 



Sculptures by Alfons Karny 

„Fryderyk  Chopin” „Ignacy Jan Paderewski” 



Prof. Kazimierz Gustaw Zemła 
He was born in Jasienica Rosielna on 1st 

November 1931. In the years 1952-1958 he 

studied at the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts. 

After graduation, until the year 2002 he 

worked as a lecturer at the university. Zemła's 

sculptural creativity is characterized by a very 

strong sense of drama, metaphorical and 

symbolic form. Some of his most outstanding 

memorials are: „Silesian Insurgents” in 

Katowice (1967), „Fallen Undefeated” in 

Warsaw (1973), „Deed of Poles” in Szczecin 

(1979), „Monte Cassino” in Warsaw (1999), „H. 

Sienkiewicz” in Warsaw (2000), and about 40 

religious sculptures made for the church in 

Mistrzejowice (1980-1990). 



Low reliefs by Gustaw Zemła 

„Christ” „Babel Tower” 



Memorials of Gustawa Zemła 

Deed of Poles in Szczecin 

Silesian Insurgents in Katowice 

Pope John Paul the 

second in Cracow 



Magdalena Abakanowicz 
 She was born on 20th June 1930 in 

Falenty near Warsaw. She is one of the 

most acclaimed Polish artists. In the years 

1950-1954 she studied at the Warsaw 

Academy of Fine Arts. Shortly after 

graduating she dealt with painting. 

Hovewer, she soon discovered it was not 

her cup of tea. She specializes in creating 

large, fabric, figurative, spatial 

compositions. In her works she uses 

stones, wood and bronze. Her works are 

called by her name – the abakans. 

 



Famous Abakans 

„Backs” 

„Birds” 



Włodzimier Naumiuk 
     He was born on 18th March 1935 in Kaniuki. He is a folk 

sculptor. Initially, in his work he used roots found in swamps 

of the Narew Valley. Later, he began to sculpt in wood. The 

theme of his works is the daily life of rural people. A lot of his 

work is devoted to religious sculpture. He also makes fairy 

tale sculptures. He hosts many educational activities. His first 

exhibition was in 1971 in the House of Peasant in Warsaw. 

Since 1973 he is a member of the Folk Artists Association. 

The artist's sculpture collections are kept in the Museum of 

Podlasie in Białystok. Since 1966 he has run the School of 

Sculpture at the Municipal Cultural Centre in Zabłudów. In 

2002 he took part in promoting Polish culture in Belgium, and 

in 2003 in Sweden. In 2005 he received the Oskar Kolberg 

Prize for contributions to the folk culture. 






