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Fabrics, unlike other types of flat textile products are always 

formed from two sets of threads - warp and weft. The 

combination of these two systems according to a certain order 

(weave) forms the structure of the fabric. 

Range of fabrics: 

flax and hemp: bedding, underwear, clothing, tableware (tablecloth), 
decorative and special (technical). 
cotton: bedding, underwear, clothing, tableware (tablecloth), 
decorative and special (technical) 
jute 
wool and woollike: clothing, overcoats, dress materials, costumes, 
uniforms, blankets, shawls, scarves. 
  silk: bedding, underwear, clothing, tableware (tablecloth), 
decorative. 
 
  Folk: striped uniforms, felines, covers, mats. 
  Artistic - tapestries, tapestry, multi-colored images, spatial fabric 
   płochowe rugs and grzebyczkowe: sumaki, 



TRADITIONAL PATCHWORK  

Sophisticated pieces of fabric are cut (sliced) and sewn 

according to previously prepared project. In this way, made 

bedspreads, have become works of art and collecting items. 

Themes developed further, thus created paintings, carpets on the 

walls. As materials, they used everything - from the classic cotton 

to the most delicate silk. 



 

 

 Styrofoam as a background, in combination with the special patchwork technique is for many years in 

the Netherlands a favorite and popular hobby. Combining patches into larger pieces, was a great 

opportunity for many poor people, to produce out  of „waste and leftover fabrics”, needed, new things.  

 



.  

 Here is an example of our school set design for the play "Little Red Riding Hood looking for 

a Prince", made by a school teacher- Magda Lewońko, Styrofoam patchwork technique 





In our patchwork technique we also create patches. However, they 

are not sewn, in contrast to the classical patchwork, and we use the 

specific property of polystyrene foam, ie. Its flexibility. Styrofoam is 

precut in different patterns and fabrics are pressed into the rows in 

styrofoam. This technique offers amazing opportunities to be used in 

order to properly perform the planned work. 



 

 

 
Required materials and tools: Styrofoam boards, soft pencil, 

sharp knife (scalpel), a small, sharp, pointed scissors, pins, nail file, 

pieces of fabric (preferably cotton). Styrofoam should be firmly 

pressed - tight, dense; do not replace it with styrofoam used in 

construction. 



Workshops in our school  

 



Following steps of performance   

 

.  

We choose the  pattern and draw it on a styrofoam board or 

styrofoam sculpture/shape. We draw it with a soft pencil for 

example B6. 



Cut the outline of the pattern with a scalpel to a depth of approx. 

1 cm. Please, pay attention not to crumble the edges when 

cutting styrofoam. Into the cut rows, we press fabric with a plastic 

knife or a nail file to a depth of 5-6 mm.  

 



Colors and patterns on fabric affect the style and image of the 

finished work. 



With sharp scissors cut fabric  approx. 2 mm above the tucked 

outlines. 



Then press the leftover  fabric into the rows, not to be visible.  Make sure the 

fabric is evenly stretched and not folded.  

If it occurs, you pull out the fabric and just press it into the rows again.  The 

fabric on the edges of styrofoam should be stretched precisely and the endings 

glued on the other side of styrofoam or pinned with pins. 



Such finished work , we can put in a wooden frame or finish with a 

decorative ribbon. 



And some more patchworks   



In reds and blues ……  



And here is a useful patchwork 





Dziękujemy! 

THANKS ! 
Translated by mgr Agnieszka Piórecka 


