
 

As part of the Erasmus+ „Every Child is an Artist” 2014-2017 Programme, the 

L. Zamenhof Primary School No. 51 has launched the implementation of the 

first satge of the project – Realistic painting. 

Our school's six-year-old pupils started their art adventure with taking an active 

part in a painting workshop at the Podlaskie Museum in Białystok. The Museum 

houses over 120 paintings by the most prominent Polish and foreign artists 

active in the last 250 years. It is also a representative overview of the history of 

painting illustrated with works of such artists as Marcello Bacciarelli, Johann-

Baptist Lampi, Josef Grassi, Michał Bogoria Skotnicki, Piotr Michałowski. An 

important part of the Museum is constituted by a collection of paintings that are 

works by the artists associated with the court of Jan Klemens Branicki, whose 

palace is located within the city. The little ones were led to discover how much 

effort and skill is needed to create a painter's work. The children actively 

participated in painting exercises. The participants had the opportunity to 

discover for themselves what it is like to paint a picture. Painting, mixing paints, 

and covering one layer of paint with another provided the children with amazing 

experiences and enjoyment.  

 



      

 



 

 

6 and 7-year-olds also took part in a workshop dedicated to the history of 

painting at the Ślendzińskis Gallery which houses the collections and legacy of 

the Ślendzińskis family that came from the Eastern Borderlands.  

The children learned what a painter's workshop looks like. They were introduced 

to different types of paints, easels, brushes, palettes, canvases, etc. They also had 

the opportunity to learn how paints had been made in the past, as well as to try 

their hand at creating tempera and oil paints. The self-made paints were used by 

the participants to create their own paintings. 

  



 

 



 

8-year-olds took part in a painting workshop on „Colours of the autumn”, a 

landscape. The event took place at the Podlaskie Museum in Białystok. The 

participants first looked at such types of paintings as landscape, portrait, still 

life, genre scene and were familiarized with the types and techniques of 

painting. Then, inspired by the works, they worked on their own autumn 

landscapes with a technique of combining a postcard and colouring the card with 

paints. This type of work was very interesting for the children and they got 

involved in learning about new ways to paint a great picture. 

 The result of all the workshops was a presentation of all the works in „the Birch 

Grove Gallery” which was prepared together. The artistic works prepared in the 

classroom and art groups were exhibited by the pupils in the open air near the 

school. Anyone could come to the exhibition of art works by their younger 

friends  – „Gifts of the autumn in Podlasie”. We also created a signboard using 

the gifts of the autumn (leaves, twigs, acorns) to advertise our gallery. 



 

 



 

 

 

 



It was not only the children who participated in the measure – realist painting. 

Also the teachers of our school could learn something new, as they took an 

active part in the painting workshops. During these classes, the teachers were 

familiarized with the idea of realist painting, its representatives and selected 

works. In the practical part, the teachers had to paint a still life - gifts of autumn 

with acrylic paints. Through this artistic activity, the participants had the 

opportunity to demonstrate their creativity and manual skills. The works were 

then exhibited in the galleries in a school corridor so that everyone could enjoy 

the paintings and pictures. The pupils were very enthusiastic about seeing 

paintings created by their teachers, admired them and made many favourable 

comments on the painting skills of the adults whom they perhaps saw for the 

first time in the role of creators of paintings. 

 



 

 



 

 



 


